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Dine with him, and though you may be raging with
thirst, you will only get Kiimmel, Chartreuse, or
sticky messes of a like nature, to wash down your
dinner, though it be prepared by a " Chef" from
Paris, in receipt of a higher salary than many an
English rector. Stay the night with your host,
and you will be shown bo a bedroom gorgeously
furnished, and a clief-ffloeuvre of the upholsterer's
art, replete with every luxury that money can buy,
.with one exception : you will search in vain for a
bed, and must turn in, as you are; clothes and all,
on the sofa. Look under the thick Turkey carpets,
and you will find the flooring an inch thick with
dust, and, behind the curtains, the plate-glass win-
dows coated with dirt; comfort and cleanliness
everywhere given up to ostentation and swagger.
In one house that-1 dined at, an enormous gold
nugget was placed on the table, and used as au ash-
tray, our host announcing in a loud voice that its
use in this capacity lost him annually 300?, sterling
in interest!

The ladies of Irkoutsk are for the most part lazy,
indolent creatures, with no ideas beyond immoral
intrigues, dress (on which they spend thousands),
and Zola's novels, which, translated into Russian,
have an enormous sale in the towns of Siberia.
The greater pai't of the day is spent in sleeping and
smoking cigarettes, for in winter they seldom
retire to rest till five or six in the morning. Though
most of their houses boast a grand piano, the
instrument is solely kept for ornament, and seldom
opened. Two schools for girls have, however,
lately been established, and many of them uow